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Double Mass Curves Explained
*Double mass curves trace the runoff response to basin rainfall
as both parameters accumulate throughout the period of record.
Generally, the runoff response is linear with respect to rainfall.

* Changes in the slope of this linear responses tends to indicate
some feature in the basin has either caused more or less runoff
for similar amounts of rain.

*Operations for a reservoir for example tend to decrease the
runoff as water is stored in the reservoir. Double mass curves
that generally lie in a straight line with no breaks in the slope
are indicative of little development or water management being
conducted in a basin.
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Bridge 84 Stage (Annual Avg. feet ngvd)
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Stage Discharge Relationships
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